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Effects of using water hyacinth as a source of roughage or;
digestibility in male dairy calves
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to determine the effects of different roughage type on nutrient
digestibility in male dairy catves. The dietary treatments were divided into 4 treatments follow by; 1.animals
were fed with paragrass (P) 2.paragrass silage (PS) Z.waterhyacinth (WH) and &waterhyacinth silage (WHS).
Each group was fed concentrate feed with the same tevel of crude protein at 14%. The results showed that
dry matter digestibility (DMD), ether extract digestibility (EED), crude fiber digestibility (CFD)and nitrogen
free extract digestibility (NFED) were not significantly difference (P>0.05). But crude proteindigestibility
(CPDYof WH tended to be higher than PS (P>0.05). Feed conversion ratio and average daily gain were no
significansly difference among treatments. But feed intake of P tended to be higher than PS
(P>0.05).According to the results of this research, it is suggested that water hyacinth could be use as
roughage by replacing paragrass without any negative effecis on cattle production.
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